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implying submission to the foreigner, and a new form was substi-
tuted, which only recited the name of Ramdas's favourite deity.
Under the same influence the names of Shivaji's principal officers
were changed from their Mahomedan designations to Sanskrit
equivalents, and the forms of correspondence also were similarly
improved. Shivaji, from a sense of gratitude to his spiritual
teacher, made a gift of his kingdom, and Ramdas gave it back to
him as a trust to be managed in the public interest. When Shivaji
pressed him to accept some Inam lands for the service of his
favourite deity, Ramdas significantly requested him to assign
Inams in territories which were still under foreign sway, thus signi-
ficantly hinting that the work of liberation was not yet completed,
The short sketches given above of the leading men, who
figured prominently about the time of the rise of the Maratha
power, will, it is hoped, convey a more accurate idea of the condi-
tion of the times than any chronicle of Shivaji's deeds. It was this
back-ground behind Shivaji's great central figure, which consti-
tuted the chief source of the wisdom and strength, which were
put forth under his leadership. No account of Shivaji's life could
be complete without a full realisation of the strength of the national
awakening that had taken place at this time. The vitality of a
nation is best presented not merely by its capacity for self-defence,
but also by its power in each succeeding generation to raise up
men fitted in every way to cany on the work with greater
vigour and more assured success. Judged by this double test,
SMvaji's contemporaries fully sustained their place as a genera-
tion of men at once wise and brave, who were worthily led by him
in the work of national construction.